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Welcome to the summer  issue of CMCMD News, a quar-
terly newsletter designed to provide Copper Mountain prop-
erty owners with important District information, news and 
events. 
 

To subscribe to CMCMD News, please visit our website 
www.coppermtnmetro.org. 
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SAVE T
HE  

DATE Thursday 

August 28, 2013 

Saturday  

August 30, 2013 

CMFD  
Pancake Breakfast 

7:00-8:30 am, Jack’s (Center Village) 
Adults $9, Children $6 

Proceeds benefit the Cooper Mountain  
Volunteer Fire Department 

Copper Metro District  
Community Appreciation Dinner 

5:00-8:00 pm, Metro District Building 
Catered by Incline Bar & Grill 

Cash Bar - Beer & Wine 
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The CMCMD Board of Directors unanimously adopted a new Water and Sanitation Rate Struc-
ture at their April 25

th
 regular meeting.  The New Equitable Water and Sanitation Rate Structure 

is the result of roughly 5 years of study and analysis by Engineers, District staff, and the District 
Board in conjunction with Powdr - Copper Mountain, LLC officials and staff, and interested 
Copper Mountain property owners.  The study involved a review of each water/sanitation cus-
tomer’s historic Single Family Equivalent (SFE) rating, each customer’s actual metered water 
use records, and each customer’s new Copper Equivalent Unit (CEU) rating under the adopted 
rate structure.  The study also involved an analysis of the existing SFE Rate Structure to deter-
mine whether or not the existing rate structure was equitable (i.e., fair) in its distribution of 
water/sanitation service fees amongst and between customer classes and customers.  The his-
toric SFE Rate Structure is shown in Table 1, below.  The equitability of the existing SFE Rate 
Structure is shown in Table 2 wherein the “Ratio Class Revenue to Average Revenue” column 
documents the ratio of the cost that each customer class paid to the average cost that all-
customer classes paid for 1,000 gallons of domestic water: for example, the Single Family Cus-
tomer Class paid 129% of the average cost; whereas, the Commercial Customer Class paid 
only 72% of the average cost per 1,000 gallons of domestic water. 

 
 

                         Table 1 Historic SFE Rate Structure 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Table 2 Rate Equity for Current SFE Rate Structure 
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Water Use 
(per Quarter  per SFE) 

Base Rate 
(per Quarter per SFE) 

Usage Rate 
 (per 1,000 gals) 

0 to 9,250 gals $82.50 $0 

9,250 gals and higher   $4.00 

Irrigation Rate $0 $2.25 

      

Sewer Base Fee $82.50   
      

Water Tap Fee $6,000   

Sewer Tap Fee $7,000   

Customer 

Class 

Revenue per Water Use 

($ / 1,000 gal / SFE) 

Ratio Class Reve-
nue to Average 

Revenue 

Single Family $29.81 1.29 

Multi-Family $26.96 1.17 

Commercial $16.56 0.72 

Mixed Use $18.78 0.81 



The end conclusion of the above equitability study was that the existing SFE Rate Structure 
was clearly inequitable: the percentage point spread between the highest and lowest Ratio 
Class Revenue to Average Revenue was 57 percentage points.  In other words, Single 
Family and Multi-Family customers have been subsidizing Commercial and Mixed Commer-
cial-Residential customers since the existing SFE Rate Structure was implemented many 
years ago. 

Because the existing SFE Rate Structure was found to be inequitable in its assessment and 
distribution of water and sanitation user fees, the District Board directed District staff and 
engineers to formulate a “New Equitable Water and Sanitation Rate Structure” for the future 
assessment of water and sanitation fees.  The Water/Sanitation Rate Study ultimately rede-
fined the average single family volume of water consumption from the historic SFE rate of 
9,250 gallons of water per calendar quarter to the new CEU rate of 10,000 gallons of water 
per quarter.  The new Equitable CEU Rate Structure is shown in Table 3, below.  The 
“equitability” of the new CEU Rate Structure is shown in Table 4, below. 

       

     Table 3 New CEU Rate Structure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     Table 4  Rate Equity for Current SFE Rate Structure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
The end conclusion of the above equitability study was that the new CEU Rate Structure is 
clearly more equitable in that the percentage point spread between the highest and lowest 
Ratio Class Revenue to Average Revenue is only 27 percentage points (vs. 57 points under  
 
             (continued on page 4) 

  Voluntary Water Restrictions 
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  Water & Sanitation Rate Structure (continued from page 2) 

Water Use 
 (per Quarter per CEU) 

Base Rate 
(per Quarter per CEU) 

Usage Rate 
(per 1,000 gals per CEU) 

0 to 10,000 gals $26.75 $5.90 

10,000 gals and higher   $8.90 

Irrigation Rate $0.00 $7.55 

      

Sewer Base Fee $98.50   

      

Water Tap Fee $3,700   

Sewer Tap Fee $5,100   

Customer Class 
Revenue per Water 

Use ($/ 1,000 gal) 

Ratio Class Revenue to Aver-

age Revenue 

Single Family $32.42 1.13 

Multi-Family $24.68 0.86 

Commercial $31.48 1.09 

Mixed Use $26.54 0.92 



the old SFE system).  In other words, the above CEU Rate Structure is the most equitable – or, 
perhaps, the least inequitable – of any rate structure analyzed in the Water Rate Study.  The 
adopted CEU Rate Structure is the most equitable rate structure District staff and engineers 
could formulate under the study’s parameters. 

 
The full text of the Resolution to Adopt a New Equitable Water and Sanitation Rate Structure 
(Resolution No. 2014.03) is available on the District’s website (www.coppermtnmetro.org) un-
der “Water and Sanitation”, for the reader’s further understanding of the new CEU Rate Struc-
ture.  The new CEU Rate Structure becomes effective July 1, 2014; however, customers in 
good standing will not receive a water/sanitation service bill for payment until the beginning of 
October, 2014, as the District is also instituting a new quarterly billing procedure.  Customers in 
good standing will no longer have to pay on a monthly basis – only on a calendar quarter basis 
hereafter.  
 
If you have questions regarding the new CEU Rate Structure, please contact Mike Koenig, 
Public Works Director, at (970) 968-2390 or mkoenig@cmcmdi.com. 
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  Water & Sanitation Rate Structure (continued from page 3) 

  Cable Services - Planned Outages 

The Cable Services Department would like to inform Cable TV and HSIS subscribers that over 
the course of the summer months we will be performing quality tests on the Cable TV distribu-
tion system.  We hope to identify any potential problem areas in the system.   
 
As a result, subscribers may experience short service interruptions.  We appreciate your under-
standing and patience during these tests. 
 
Please check www.coppermtnmetro.org for information concerning planned test dates. 

 

One more reminder:  If you plan to dig anywhere at Copper Mountain, 

please call the Utility Notification Center of Colorado (UNCC) at 8-1-1, to 

record and distribute a line locate request for your proposed dig area.  

Protect yourself and underground utilities from damage.  Know what’s 

below!  It’s free and it’s the law!       

 
The CMCMD Cable Services Department can be reached at (970) 968-2537 extension 202. 

http://www.coppermtnmetro.org/watersanitation.html
mailto:mkoenig@cmcmdi.com
http://www.coppermtnmetro.org/
http://colorado811.org/
http://coppermtnmetro.org/cabletvinternet.html
http://colorado811.org/


The Copper Mountain Consolidated Metropolitan District (CMCMD) and the Copper Mountain 
Fire Department (CMFD) would like to make available information about wildfire preparedness 
to the Copper Mountain Community by providing access to Ready, Set, Go! (RSG!) materials.  
  
RSG! helps fire departments teach individuals who live in high risk wildfire areas – and the 
wildland urban interface – how to best prepare themselves and their properties against fire 
threats. RSG! tenets help residents be Ready with preparedness understanding, be Set with 
situational awareness when fire threatens, and to Go, acting early when a fire starts. 
  

Ready – Be ready, be Firewise.  Take personal responsibility and prepare long before the 
threat of a wildfire so your home is ready in case of a fire. Create defensible space by 
clearing brush away from your home. Use fire-resistant landscaping and harden your 
home with fire-safe construction measures. Assemble emergency supplies and belong-
ings in a safe place. Plan escape routes and make sure all those residing within the 
home know the plan of action. 

  
Set – Situational awareness.  Pack your emergency items. Stay aware of the latest news 

and information on the fire from local media, your local fire department, and public safety. 
  
Go – Act early!  Follow your personal wildland fire action plan. Doing so will not only support 

your safety, but will allow firefighters to best maneuver resources to combat the fire. 
  
FREE RSG! Action Guides are available at www.coppermtnmetro.org.  You are also welcome 
to stop by the Fire Department any time to pick up free RSG! materials. The RSG! Action 
Guide includes templates for creating your own personal action guide, safety checklist and 
emergency supply kit. 
 
Fire-resistant landscaping information and additional wildland fire preparedness resources are 
also available at www.coppermtnmetro.org.  
 
Please contact the CMFD Fire Marshal, Dan Moroz, if you have any questions or would like to 
schedule a free home and property inspection.  Fire Marshal Dan Moroz can be reached at 
(970) 968-2300 extension 831 or dmoroz@cmcmdi.com.     
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http://www.coppermtnmetro.org/firedepartment/readysetgo.html
http://www.coppermtnmetro.org/firedepartment/wildlandfireresources.html
mailto:dmoroz@cmcmdi.com
http://www.wildlandfirersg.org/
http://csfs.colostate.edu/pages/wildfire.html
http://firewise.org/wildfire-preparedness.aspx


Page 6 CMCMD News - Summer 2014 

Subscribe to 

CMCMD News 

To receive future CMCMD News, 
please subscribe to CMCMD News using the link below  

or by visiting our website www.coppermtnmetro.org,  
email clerk-treasurer@cmcmdi.com,  

or give us a call at (970) 968-2537 extension 201. 
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